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The Asia Development Alliance’s (ADA) Reaction to the UN Secretary General Synthesis Report on the Post-2015 Agenda 
“The Road to Dignity by 2030: Ending Poverty, Transforming All Lives and Protecting the Planet”
1. The Asia Development Alliance (ADA) welcomes the Synthesis Report of the UN Secretary General on the Post-2015 Agenda titled “The Road to Dignity by 2030: Ending Poverty, Transforming All Lives and Protecting the Planet” released on 4 December 2014. However, ADA also expresses its discontent and concerns about its inadequacy in addressing key issues and also on to the transformational development beyond post 2015. 

2. This Report is only the synthesis of the major outcomes of the various processes related to the Post-2015 Process. It lacks of proposing new and substantive key agenda with regard to the goals and targets agreed at the UN Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in July 2015. 
3. We noted, this Report only categorized 17 goals and 169 targets proposed in the OWG SDGs Report into “six essential elements” without any change. While this might help the goals and the targets appear more concise and easy to be understood by the general public, we are concerned that this categorization might undermine some of the more challenging goals of SDGs such as “inequalities” and “sustainable production and consumption” by putting into category with more fuzzy words such as “dignity” or “planet”. “Transforming All Lives” as Report suggests, it needs clear and bold commitments focusing on common challenges and thus appropriate actions instead of obscuring them. 
4. We noted that the vision and objectives of the SDGs are well articulated in the Chapter I of the Report, however, the following Chapters do not clearly and substantially present ‘truly transformative agenda’ and ‘rigorous accountability mechanisms’. 
5. This Report, as noted, intended to provide “What” but failed to clarify about “Why”, “Who” and “How” to make transformation positive for all lives ‘leaving no one behind’. The report doesn’t fully analyze the structural causes of poverty, inequality, injustice and also about the multifaceted crisis such as food, energy, finance and climate including democracy deficit in countries, the proposed goals and targets as well as the means of implementation and global partnerships may be neither relevant nor effective to transform the economies and lives for well being. 
6. We also noted with regret that the Report insufficiently address structural causes of uneven and imbalanced economies and over-exploitations of nature by the power driven forces. The Report lacks to address the profit-driven unregulated financial markets and ecologically unsustainable economic growth model including inequitable, unjust power system in the global architecture and thus without changing the current concentrated and hegemonic system, a true transformation in the post 2015 world will be a rhetoric only than reality. 
7. The Report has not integrated the human rights-based approaches throughout though it mentions on the Human Rights. It is important to reaffirm the states’ human rights obligations under the international human rights treaties specially the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and its Optional Protocol, and also the importance of the implementation of the recommendations by UN Special Procedures and Universal Periodic Review (UPR) on issues related to 17 SDGs.   

8. We recognize the importance of the implementation of SDGs at the national and local level, however, the greater emphasis needs to be placed on the implementation at the international and global level, especially addressing inequality among countries (SDG No 10) as well to carry out the unfinished business fulfilling the commitments to provide 0.7 per cent of GDPs of the developed countries. 
9. We also note that the Report recognizes the sustainable consumption and production (SDG No 12), problem of the excessive accumulation of wealth in hands of a few has not been explicitly acknowledged in terms of distributive justice—wealth and resources and access. 
ADA’s specific comments on key issues in the Report are placed with specific reference to relevant sections and paragraphs followed by chapters of the Report. 
	Chapter 1.  A Universal Call to Action to Transform our World beyond 2015 (para. 1-25)

a) Importance of the Declaration on the Right to Development (1986) was clearly recognized but important elements in the Declaration such as comprehensive understanding of development as political, economic, social and cultural process, disarmament, etc need to be also highlighted (7) 

Chapter 2. A Synthesis (para. 26-56)

2.1. What we learned from two decades of development experiences (26-35)

a) Historical responsibility was not recognized as important finding (26 to 29)

b) The recognition of the challenges faced of middle-income countries is desirable as a large number of poor people live in those countries and they also suffer from exclusion and inequality. (33)

c) The recognition of challenges facing countries in situating of fragility and conflicts is welcome but more explicit recognition of the Peace-building and State-building Goals (PSGs) developed by g7+ need to be made. (33)
2.2. What we have learned from the post-2015 process (36-47)

a) Many analysis and suggestions provided by CSOs were not adequately acknowledged. (37, (a)) 

b) Technology transfer need to be made according to the needs of developing countries not by the will of the developed countries (40) 
2.3. Shared ambitions for a shared future (48-56) 

a) Important vulnerable and excluded groups like Dalits were not recognized. (51) 

b) Various types of internal and international displacements (refugees) such as development-induced, conflict-induce and disaster-induced (such as climate change) internally displaced people and refugees need to be recognized. (51 and 68) 

c) Various types of minorities such as ethnic, national, linguistic, religious and sexual minorities need to more explicitly recognized. (51 and 68) 

d) Common but Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR) was recognized as principles only applicable to climate change (53), and it need to be applied to all areas of  sustainable development.

e) “Strong call to reform international trade, ensure effective regulation of markets and financial actors, and to take various action to fight corruption, curb illicit financial flows, combat money laundering and tax evasion and recover stolen and hidden assets” need to be more proactively recognized. (54)

       Chapter 3. Framing the new agenda (para. 57-86)
3.1. Setting the stage (57-63)

a) Political will with strong sense of responsibility and obligation on the part of more wealthy and powerful governments need to be stressed as a key to success. (61) 
b) We recognize the need to “maintain the 17 goals and rearrange them to make it more “concise and easy to communicate” but in doing so, the substantive parts already agreed should be maintained or strengthened. (63)
c) Implementation both at national and international levels need to be emphasized equally. (63) 

3.2. A transformational approach (64-65)
The Report speaks on transformational agenda aiming higher and ambitious which indicate positivity, however, it really lacks to make it clear and vivid in the Report. 

a) Transformational approach should actively engaged people’s participation and their views drawing their opinion and feedback at the decision making process at all levels.

b) The approach must clearly shows on how the global unjust governance and concentrated financial market, trade and economies and regulatory measures need to put in place to ensure governance, justice, opportunities and equality at all levels.

c) The transformational agenda must be properly put in place being hold responsibilities to all the member states rather than making it country heavy for the developing nations and global light for the developed ones. 

d) Transformational approach must have true commitments for the change of the lives and apply appropriate measure for review, monitoring and accountability including finances with transparent and human rights standards in place at the core. 

3.3. Six essential elements for delivering on the SDGs (66-81)

a) The six essential elements seem to be comprehensive but under this framework, inequality is not adequately highlighted, and therefore, equality need to be included in the essential element as stand-alone element separate from dignity.
b) In the same manner, climate change needs to be also explicitly highlighted in a stand-along element not under planet.  

c) Women’s rights should include sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) (81) 

3.4. Integrating the six essential elements (82-86)

a) The statement “the sustainable development goals provide a platform for aligning private action and public polices” should not be used  as an excuse to privatize the public policy. 
b) The concept of public-private-people partnership need to be further clarified in terms of role and contribution each can make.  The PPP should not be used as a  means of ‘privatization of the public in the name of partnership” (81) 

c) We welcome the inclusion of LGBT groups in the list of voices of vulnerable groups (78)

Chapter 4. Mobilizing the means to implement our agenda (para 87-132 ) 
4.1. Financing our future (87-117) 
a) We welcome the recognition of the need to address the global inequalities, equitable multilateral trading system, a more fair representation of emerging and developing countries in international financial and economic decision-making, better regulation and more stability in the international financial and monetary systems, and sustainable debt solutions” (85) 

b) Over-emphasis, in the current debate on reclassifying aid, on the necessity to ‘underscore the importance of more effective and better targeted ODA funding that leverages other resources” need to be carefully assessed in terms of norms and core objectives of  the ODA such as Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness (90) 
c) We particularly welcome the recognition of the need to ‘remedy the policy incoherence between current modes of international governance in matters of trade, finance, and investment on the one hand, and our norms and standards for labour, the environment, human rights, equality and sustainability on the other.” (95) 

d) We are deeply concerned about the role of private sector specially private finance, and incentives mechanisms and the contents and quality of the mandatory Economic Environment Social and Governance (EESG) report” need to be evaluated by independent institution as well as civil society organizations in the light of human rights, core labour standards of the ILO, and the UN environmental standards (103 and 104) 

e) We note with satisfaction the emphasis on the need to “ensure an investment policies that is in line with the UN’s Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights, core labour standards of the ILO, and the UN environmental standards” (105) 

f) Regarding blended financing platforms, we are concerned about the measures for risk-management such as diversification and the use of multiple simultaneous projects, allowing for gains in some projects to offset losses in others” need to be re-considered in terms of compatibility with the safeguard principles.  

g) The reduction of the costs on the transfer of remittances need to be less than five per cents, at least 3 per cent as agreed at the current draft SDGs (117)
4.2. Technology, science, and innovation for a sustainable future (118-126) 
We noted that technology, science and innovation for a sustainable future have been drawn with attention as a means of implementation. However, we reiterate the followings:

a) Technology must not be monopolized by the corporations. In recognizing the capacity the public and private sector investment, technological companies must be coherently regulated and should be fairly priced and be engaged for equally addressing access, education, healthcare etc, and should be environmentally sound technologies to deal with, that can minimize the divide already remains between and among rich and poor and also between the developing and developed nations. The intellectually property regimes must be fully consistent with the SDGs. ( para 126)
b) Technology partnership must be held based on needs, priorities, mutual respects and understanding. Establishment of the proposed Technology Bank and Science, Technology, and Innovation Capacity Building Mechanism for LDCs ( para 126) must be realized through equal access and opportunities in partnership.
c) The current monopolization of technologies by the developed countries must be decentralized in nature maintain human rights standards a the vision for the world beyond 2015. ( para 118)
d) In the name technology transfer, no exploitations should take place including in the name of climate adaptation, rather it should be `solution driven’ partnership ( para 122). Private companies should not be left ungoverned and unregulated. And harmful companies must be imposed high taxation for their misdeeds to people and planet. 
e) South-South corporations on technologies must be addressed based on the proportionally, and technologies should be addressed while accountability must be in place in regard to partnership.
f)  Technology and innovations must not be left for dumping from the developed to the developing nations. It should be people-centered, gender friendly, and addressing marginalized communities including children and youth to get maximum benefits and should be socially oriented and transformatively beneficial at the core.
4.3. Investing in sustainable development capacities (127-132) 

a) All international financial and development institutions such as World Bank, IMF, New Development Bank (NDB) of the BRICS, and Asia Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) must have safeguard policy and mechanism in accordance with international human rights and environmental norms and agreements. (88 and 109) 

b) Over-emphasis on the role of private finance to achieve the SDGs need to be balanced with the human rights and labour obligations and responsibilities the corporations need to respect. (92 and 94, 103, 105 and 119) 
Chapter 5. Delivering our agenda: a shared responsibility (para. 133-154)

5.1. Measuring the new dynamics (133-139)
a) We welcome the emphasis on the “work on developing alternative measures or progress, beyond GDP” and “multi-dimensional nature of poverty”. (135) 

b) The development of a set of applicable indicators should include independent civil society organizations and representatives of affected communities and vulnerable groups. (139)

5.2. Lighting the way: the role of data in the new agenda (140-144)
a) Establishing SDGs monitoring system requires data literacy and building capacity to be able to analyze existing data and information gaps (para 144).  However, it needs to establish participatory monitoring mechanism with transparent and accountability.( para 142).
b) Establishing a UNN statistical commission and comprehensive programme of action ( para 143)  must be prior consultation with the people and civil society drawing the needs and appropriations.
5.3. Gauging our progress: Monitoring, evaluation and reporting (145-150)
c) We welcome the idea of “the contract between people including civil society and responsible business, and their governments – national and local and parliament”.  
d) Both regional component for peer reviewing and a global component for global knowledge sharing are too weak in terms of accountability mechanism, and the role of all international institutions like the International Financial Institutions (IFIs) and Multilateral and Regional Development Banks need to be monitored and regularly reviewed. (149) 

e) We welcome the inclusion of Global Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation (GPEDC) as well as the LDC, LLDCs and SIDS in the role of review the global partnership for sustainable development (149) 

5.4. Making the UN fit for transformation (151-156)
a) We welcome the emphasis of human rights norms as normative guides in the implementation of the post-2015 agenda, and state’s obligations under the international human rights treaties as well as recommendations by UN Special Procedures and Universal Periodic Review (UPR) need to be fully integrated. (152) 

Chapter 6. Conclusion: together in a universal compact (157-161)

a) The proposal for “universal compact” which is in voluntary nature cannot be an effective solution to the pressing challenges facing ‘the troubled world in turmoil and turbulence’.  A more ambitious politically and legally binding agreement built on the existing human rights, labour, environmental and peace standards need to be pursued. (157) 
b) The word “migration pressure” can be misleading as it contains negative connotation. Migration need to be recognized as a mutually beneficial economic opportunity as well as a means of promoting international solidarity and cultural diversity. (157) 



10. The year 2015 is indeed “a unique opportunity for global political leaders and people to end poverty, transform the world to better meet needs and the necessities of economic transformation, while protecting our environment, ensuring peace and realizing human rights.” (para 1) And we believe advancing human rights standards and bold commitments will create opportunities to realize actions on the ground.
11. We are committed to this historic mission to transform the current development model to a more people-centered and planet-sensitive development paradigm by ending injustice, inequality and insecurity for all, in particular, billions of people who are poor, marginalized and vulnerable in Asia and beyond. o we believe still there exists spaces and opportunities to consider for real transformative agenda to be placed in for just world in post 2015.
12. We look forward to more active and meaningful engagement in the inter-governmental negotiation process on the SDGs and the financing for development and other related processes to be open, transparent and accountable in manner. 
<end> 
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